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is no copyright in news as such, though there may be in the
particular form in which the news is given ; but the employee
of a news agency can be restrained from disclosing confiden-
tial information which has come to his knowledge in the
course of his employment. Lastly, no man is permitted by
the law to pass off his own goods to the public in such a way
as to suggest that they are the goods of someone else, and, by
trading on another's reputation, make for himself a dishonest
profit. There is, generally speaking, no copyright in the
mere title of a book or a newspaper; but anyone who sold a
newspaper bearing the title of "The Times" and got up to
represent "The Times," or who published a book bearing
the same title as a current best-seller but not otherwise
resembling it, can be restrained by injunction, not because
he has committed an infringement of copyright, but because
he has attempted to defraud the public by passing off his own
goods as those of another.
Copyright, then, protects the form in which ideas are
expressed. It does not protect the idea itself.   And when the
Act speaks of " original literary work " it uses the word
" literary work " not in what might perhaps be regarded as
its ordinary signification, but to distinguish such works from
dramatic, musical or artistic works.   There is indeed nothing
literary, in the sense in which members of this gathering
would be accustomed to use the word, about some of the
original literary works to which the law has afforded protec-
tion under the present Act or those which have preceded
it.   Even an examination paper may be subject to copyright.
The Copyright Act, 1842, protected f* books, " and denned
that word as meaning " every volume, part or division of
a volume, pamphlet, sheet of letterpress, sheet of music,
map, chart or plan separately published. "   There  is   no
definition of " literary work " in the Act of 1911,  which
merely   states   that   it   " includes"   maps,   charts,   plans,
tables and compilations.   It will be seen  therefore that
"literary work" in the Act of 1911 is a good deal wider
than the word " book" in the earlier Statute;  but  the
decisions of Courts under the earlier Act will still be relevant
far the purpose of interpreting the wid^phrase. Compilations
were held to be protected under the old law, and aie now ex-